
47 

Earth People 
UNIT TWO 

Utes Are Part of Our Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST GRADE 
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Dear Parent, 
 
 We are studying Ute Indians in First Grade. We 
will be learning about what a Ute community is like, 
what jobs Utes do on the reservation, about the peace 
leader, Tabby, how Utes taught their children not to talk 
to strangers, and a game called Shinney that is a little 
like hockey. 
 
 We would encourage you to talk with your child 
about what they are learning about Utes. Utes live in 
our communities, our state was named for them, our 
past was affected by them, and our future as a state will 
be influenced by them. 
 
 If you have stories about Utes, or Indian objects 
that we could display in our classroom, we would 
welcome them. 
 

Thank you 
 
 
 
Your child’s teacher 
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Utes are Part of Our Community First Grade 1 
 

JOBS UTES DO 
 
Core Curriculum: 
 Healthy Lifestyles—7010-0403, 7010-0503 
 Social Studies—6010-0104 
 
General Objective 
 Be informed of jobs Utes do in their community. 
 
Materials Needed: 
Needed for Ute Community 
 crayons “Decals” "Walls for Building” 
 scissors “Car Pattern” “Roof for Building 
 glue “Van Pattern” “Community Worker” 
Needed for Parade 
 Instructions for Making a Parade Float 
 plastic lids (optional) Parade Float Pattern 
 plastic straws (optional) Workers for the Parade Float 
 
Vocabulary 
 community 
 
   Materials 
 Concept Activity Needed 
 
For the Teacher: 
 The Ute tribes provide as many jobs for Utes 
on the reservation as possible. The more Utes have 
jobs on the reservation, the more they can stay on 
the reservation and be a viable part of the 
community. 
 It takes a class period to make the Ute 
community with vehicles and buildings. It takes a 
second class period to make a Ute float, and have a 
parade through the town. You may want to do it as 
part of this lesson, or as a part of the review to help 
show what the students think Ute communities 
would be proud of. 
 
For the Student: 
 Have you seen a mailman come to your 
house? Have you seen a policeman? Or a fireman? 
These are community workers in our city/town. We 
are going to learn about some Ute community 
workers. 
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Lesson: 
 On the reservation, Utes are the community 
workers. Some workers are secretaries, 
committeemen, telephone linemen, cooks, teachers, 
and many other jobs. 
 They may work at the Tribal office, Health 
Service, Headstart, Community Center, or 
Education Center. [Show “Community Workers.] 
 The secretaries work at the Ute Tribal 
offices. Doctors and dentists work at the Health 
Service. Utes play games at the Community 
Center. Preschoolers go to Headstart. The library 
and computer education are at the Education 
Center. 
 

 We are going to make a Ute town. Each of 
you will get to choose what kind of Ute 
community worker you will pretend to be. If you 
choose to be a policeman, for example, you 
might make a police car or police headquarters. 
So, some of us will make buildings. Some of us 
will make cars. We will draw people. [The car, 
van, and building have signs (decals) that can 
be cut out and glued on. The student can 
therefore make a police car, ambulance, Health 
Center, etc. through the town. Optional 
activity—students can also draw community 
workers on the “Workers for the Parade Float”.] 
 
Review instructions: 
 Cut on line 
 Fold on dotted line 
 Glue on G tabs 
 
Optional Activity: 
 A parade float pattern is also provided. 
Students can put people they have drawn on the 
float. Then the class can have a parade through 
the town. 
Materials needed: 
“Instructions for the Parade Float” 
“Parade Float Pattern” 
“Workers for the Parade Float” 
plastic lids, plastic straws 
 

“Decals”, 
“Roof for 
Building”
, “Walls 
for 
Building”
, “Car 
Pattern”, 
“Van 
Pattern”, 
crayons, 
scissors, 
glue 
 
Optional: 
“Workers 
for the 
Parade 
Float” 
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Utes are Part of Our Community First Grade 2 
 

UTE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 
Core Curriculum: 
 Healthy Lifestyles—7010-0102 
 Language Arts—4010-0702, 4010-0703 
 Social Studies—6010-0106, 6010-0104 
 Visual Arts—1010-0104 
 
General Objective 
 Be aware of many Ute community activities 
 
Materials Needed: 
 crayons “Our Class Newspaper” 
 list of class names “Pictures for Ute Newspaper” 
 
Note: a special edition of the Ute Bulletin is included in this set of Earth People. 
 
   Materials 
 Concept Activity Needed 
 
For the Teacher: 
 The Utes receive newspapers from their tribe, 
telling of coming events, tribal issues, and 
community activities. Utes are very involved with 
their newspapers, writing letters, putting in ‘thank-
yous’, and birthday wishes, etc. 
 
 
For the Student: 
 Each Ute tribe has a newspaper. Today we 
are going to make our own newspaper. 

 
Lesson: 
 #1 Box 
 Ute newspapers have names. The Northern 
Ute newspaper is the Ute Bulletin. The Southern 
Ute newspaper is the Southern Ute Drum. The Ute 
Mountain Utes newspaper is the Ute Mountain Ute 
Echo. 
 

 Let’s choose a name for our newspaper. 
 
 #2 Box 
 Utes have a Float each year in the “Days of 
‘47” parade. 

“Our  
Class 
Newspaper” 
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 Design a float for the Utes, and draw a 
picture of it. 

 
 #3 Box 
 The Northern Utes have a Pow Wow on the 
Fourth of July. Many Utes wear fancy dress for Ute 
dance competitions. 
 

 Draw a picture of a Pow Wow. 
 
 #4 Box 
 Ute newspapers congratulate students for 
good school work. Graduates are honored at a 
dinner, and the newspaper publishes their 
pictures. 
 

 Choose names from your class for the 
Honor Roll, Good Workers, and Good Helpers. 

 
 #5 Box 
  
   Read the Ute Message together 
 
 #6 Box 
 Ute newspapers carry personal messages telling friends 

and family members how proud they are of them. 
 

 Choose a friend to send a message to. 
Write the friend’s name in the blank, then draw 
a picture of the friend. At the bottom, write what 
you like about your friend. [Students could be 
assigned someone to write about: another 
student, parent, school worker, etc.] 
 
*It is effective to display these newspapers in 
class or in a hall before they are taken home. 
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Utes are Part of Our Community First Grade 3 
 

TABBY 
 
Core Curriculum: 
 Healthy Lifestyles—7010-0104 
 Language Arts—4010-0104, 4010-0105 
 Social Studies—6010-0204 
 
General Objective 
 Recognize Tabby as a great peace leader. 
 
Materials Needed: 
 “Tabby” (story) 
 “Tabby” (picture) 
 crayons 
 
Vocabulary: 
 treaty, reservation 
    Materials 
 Concept Activity Needed 
 
For the Teacher: 
 Tabby-to-kwanah’s name meant “Sunrise.” 
Usually, he was called Tabby, “the Sun”. His band spent 
the summers in a valley called Tabiona Valley, at the 
foot of a mountain called Tabby Mountain. The Town of 
Tabiona was named after Tabby and his daughter Ona. 
After his band was moved onto the Uinta Reservation 
they stayed three years, then they moved back to the 
Tabiona Valley. The pioneers knew him as the Peace 
Chief of the Utes. 
 
For the Student: 
 Have you even known someone who was kind 
and nice? We’re going to read about a Ute leader who 
was kind and nice, and worked hard for peace. 

 
Lesson: 
 [Read the story.] 

 
Review Questions: 
 1. Who led the Utes onto the reservation? 
 2. How did Tabby help keep the peace? 
 3. If Tabby had not worked for peace, what 

might have happened? 
 
  Students color “Tabby” (picture). 
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Tabby 

 

Tabby was a great man long ago. People 

liked him. His band chose him to be their leader. 

He signed important treaties. He helped his 

people to go to the reservation after a terrible war. 

Many times when some people wanted to fight, he 

talked them into peace. He helped his people be 

strong. He lived to be 104 years old. There is a 

mountain named after him. 
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Utes are Part of Our Community First Grade 4 
 

CHILD SNATCHER 
 
Core Curriculum: 
 Healthy Lifestyles—7010-0502, 7010-0103 
 Language Arts—4010-0402, 4010-0403, 4010-0405 
 Social Studies—6010-0103, 6010-0104, 6010-0105 
 
General Objective 
 Be aware of a Ute folktale, “Child Snatcher,” that teaches children to be safe 

from strangers. 
 
Materials Needed: 
 “Child Snatcher and the Boy” (story) 
 “See-atch and Ah-Puch” (drawing) 
 crayons 
 
Vocabulary: 
 howl, peer 
    Materials 
 Concept Activity Needed 
 
For the Teacher: 
 Utes didn’t “discipline” their children. 
They told them stories to teach them Ute 
values. Usually the stories were told in the 
tipis during winter. Usually a story teller 
would visit their tipi, and the children would 
listen to stories for hours while they ate 
dried fruit and jerky. 
 
For the Student: 
 Does your mother tell you to play near 
home? Does your mother want you at home 
when it’s dark? Ute mothers want their 
children to be safe too, so they told this story 
to their children. 

 
Lesson: 
 [Read “Child Snatcher and the 
Boy” to the children.] 

©
 1

99
2 

U
ta

h 
St

at
e 

O
ff

ic
e 

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

“Child 
Snatcher 
and the 
Boy” 



72 

 
 
Review Questions: 
 1. What could the boy have done to 

stay safe? 
 2. What did the father say to See-

atch? 
 3. What can you do to be safe from 

strangers? 
 

Students color “See-atch 
and Ah-Puch” (drawing 
 
 
 
 
Optional Activity: 
Children could write their own folktale 
about being safe, individually or in 
groups. Folktales should be read to the 
class.

“See-atch 
and 
Ah-Puch” 
(drawing), 
crayons 
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Utes are Part of Our Community First Grade 5 
 

THE SHINNY GAME 
 
Core Curriculum: 
 Healthy Lifestyles—7500-03 
 
General Objective 
 Experience a Ute game. 
 
Materials Needed: 
 large playing area 
 ball (a soft ball, nerf ball, or even a newspaper ball) 
 stick for each player (a rolled up newspaper) 
  4-5 sheets of newspaper per child 
  masking tape 
  crayons 
 (optional, to make a ball: newspaper, tape and tinfoil) 
 “The Shinny Game” 
 “The Whiterocks Shinny Team” 
 
    Materials 
 Concept Activity Needed 
 
For the Teacher: 
 “Shinny” is an old Ute game, similar to 
hockey. The Utes use a curved stick, like a 
hocky stick. The game is called “Shinny”, 
partly because people in this game 
sometimes get hit on the shins. 
 Appropriate equipment for first grade 
must be comparatively soft. Sticks made 
from rolled up newspapers work well. Place 
4-5 sheets of newspaper flat on top of each 
other. Roll them up from the long side, so 
they are as long as possible. Then tape 
around them in 4-5 places. (Children can 
color the tape to show which team they are 
on.) 
 Use a soft ball, 8”-12”. If you don’t 
have a soft ball, you can make a serviceable 
ball by crumpling a newspaper into a sphere, 
and winding tape around it. To see it easily, 
it can be covered in aluminum foil. 
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For the Student: 
 Utes played many games. They made 
swings in the trees, and slides on the hills. 
They had guessing games, and games of skill. 
They played with bows and arrows. They 
played in rivers and lakes. 
 The game we are going to play today is 
a fast running game called Shinny. 

 
Activity: 
 Read “The Shinny Game” to the class. 
Discuss the rules. Divide the class into two 
teams. Each team chooses a color. Make 
the “sticks”, each team coloring the tape 
stripes their color. 
  
 The class divides into two teams. The 
ball is placed in the middle of the playing 
field. The two teams line up on opposite 
sides of the ball, facing each other. Goals 
(lines) are set up on opposite ends of the 
field. At a signal, each team tries to hit the 
ball down the filed and across the goal. The 
other team tries to stop them, and get the 
ball across their own goal. 

newspaper, 
tape, 
crayons 
 
 
 
 
 
ball, large 
playing 
area, 
“sticks” 
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First Grade: Unit2: Utes are 

Part of Our Community 

 Note for Teachers: 

The Ute Indians have asked that the children not be tested individually on 
these lessons. If you wish to review this unit, it is suggested that it be done as a 
group activity. 

Read the questions to the group, explaining any words you feel need to be 
explained. Invite them to volunteer answers, or comment on the question. This 
gives students an opportunity to reinforce their learning in a non-threating way. It 
also echos the Indian communal style of sharing information, with each person's 
participation being valuable. It is appropriate and effective to gently encourage 
self-reporting. (Of course, at this age, expect student response to be limited.) 
 This also provides a time for students to add information or display 
objects, 
they have brought from home. 
 On questions #2 and #4 list answers on the board, and tell the children 
how many answers there are so they can write that number on their page. 

Answer Key 
First Grade: Unit 2: Utes are Part of Our Community 

1. Circle the word for a Ute celebration. 
HALLOWEEN POW WOW VALENTINE'S DAY 
2. How many Ute community workers can our class name? _________________ 
3. Circle the sentence that is right. 
 Tabby was a peace leader. 

Tabby was a war leader. 
4. How many things do you know about Tabby? 
5. Draw a line from the word to the right picture. 
 See-atch 
 Boy 
Circle the right answer. 
6. What did See-atch put in the bag? boy rocks 
7. What did the Boy put in the bag? boy rocks 
8. Circle the one who said “Go away 
 See-atch, and never come back to my home.” See-atch Boy Father 
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Name ___________________ 
“Utes are Part of Our Community” Review 

 
1. Circle the word for a Ute celebration. 
 
 
 
 
 HALLOWEEN POW WOW VALENTINE’S DAY 
 
2. How many Ute community workers can our class name?  ______ 
 
3. Circle the sentence that is right. 
 
 Tabby was a peace leader. Tabby was a war leader. 
 
4. How many things do you know about Tabb?  _____ 
 
5. Draw a line from the word to the right picture. 
 
 See-atch 
 
 Boy 
 
Circle the right answer. 
6. What did See-atch put in the bag? 
 
 
 
 boy rocks 
7. What did the Boy put in the bag? 
 
 
 
 boy rocks 
 
8. Circle the one who said “Go away See-atch, and never come back to my 
home.” 
 
 
 
 
 See-atch Boy Father 
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